YOUR SANCTIFICATION 
“|. this is the will of God, even your sanctification...” (1 Thessalonians 4:3) 


HE ELDER—I will never believe that God meant by [1st Thessalonians 4:3], to 

countenance [to counter] any manner of holiness set up in opposition to the 
imputed holiness of Christ; nor to the doctrine of our fallen and corrupted nature. Many, 
indeed, will talk of inherent holiness, and inherent grace, and inherent righteousness; but, 
for my part, I believe there is nothing inherent in us but evil, while every grace in its 
perfection is inherent only in the person and fulness of Christ, and in its imperfect 
influences must be continually derived from Him. As to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
in believers, I trust, no one in whom He so dwells, will be ungrateful enough to tum His 
abiding presence into [a] matter of self-complacency, and self-admiration; though, 
indeed, there is nothing too bad for such corrupted creatures as we. Some tum the grace 
of God into licentiousness, and some turn the free gift of God’s Spirit into a doctrine of 
devils. .. .what can we do under the workings of corruption, if we have nothing to look to 
out of ourselves? Our graces failing, if they are the ground of our confidence, our 
confidence must fail also. And, indeed, I see many who exercise faith upon their own 
faith, much more than they do upon Christ Jesus the object of faith itself; Whereas to 
one that looks to, and lives upon the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ only, when his own 
graces fail, there is always a matter of consolation in his Saviour’s. To see Christ as our 
perfection in all things, is, indeed, not only a remedy against falling, but a recovery out 
of it: Christ believed perfectly, repented perfectly, loved perfectly, and confessed 
openly, and “whosoever believeth on Him shall [never] be ashamed;”’ (Romans 9:33, 
10:11) but as soon as we begin to think that any thing depends upon us, as to the merit 
of our salvation, we get upon our own foundation immediately, and necessarily fall. 
THE YOUNGER—So then you think, that the gospel obedience of Christ, His faith, 
love, meekness, and open confession, are ours, as well as His fulfillment of the 
law, properly called moral. 
THE ELDER—Undoubtedly I do, for thus it became [Christ] to fulfill all righteousness, 
legal, evangelical, or whatsoever called, on our account. It was in our stead He sanctified 
Himself, for so it ought to be read, that we might be sanctified through the Truth, that is, 
by believing in His Sanctification as ours. Nor do I see how we can ever come to a point 
about our state, unless we see Christ both all, and in all, as our wisdom, (for the law 
requires wisdom,) our righteousness, our Sanctification, and our perfect redemption. 
Hence it is, that we are enabled to go on without haste, for “‘he that believeth shall not 
make haste;” and believing that Christ is every thing to us in the merit of salvation, we 
can wait patiently upon Him for the enjoyment of it, according to that of the Prophet: 
“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither fruit be in the vine, the labour of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat: the flocks shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there be no herd in the stalls, yet, [even yet,| will I rejoice in the LORD,” JESUS 
CHRIST, “and joy in the God of my salvation.” [AMEN!|]—Unknown 
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[Beloved,] ...I believe that the dealings of God with our souls tend principally to 
this, that we may lie still in His hands, believing ourselves perfect in Christ, until 
He be pleased to “work in us both to will and to do, for we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, that 
we should walk in them” [Philippians 2:13, Ephesians 2:10]. We need not, 
therefore, fear that any thing will be lost by waiting for Him, since without Him 
we can do nothing; nor can we ever wait patiently till we believe that we are 
already saved perfectly. But as to this doctrine of our Sanctification in the person 
of Christ, I will just sum up the whole with one scripture, which appears to me to 
be completely decisive, though it is for God alone to persuade. It says: “Jf the 
firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the 
branches” (Romans 11:16). Now these terms are expressly applied by God the 
Holy Ghost to Christ and His people: “/ am the vine, ye are the branches” And, 
again: “Christ the first fruits, afterwards they that are His at His coming.” To 
conclude: “Both He [that is Christ] that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified 
are all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren,” 
(Hebrews 2:11) .. .being partakers of the heavenly calling. [AMEN!]— Unknown 
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never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it! You are complete 
in Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 
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“OF HIM ARE YE IN CHRIST JESUS”’ 


“But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption” (1 Cor 1:30) 


HE ELDER. .. [Beloved, by God’s grace we have] . . .union holiness, in as much 

as it comes to us in a way of believing [through God’s grace] our union with 
Christ; or as another excellent man, and highly favored minister expressed it: “Christ 
being ours, all He has and is [has] become ours also.” His wisdom, His righteousness, 
His holiness, and His redemption, for by His own blood He entered in once, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us. And I would particularly observe upon this 
scripture, of Christ being made to us all these things, that the word translated “is made”’ 
would be more properly rendered was made, being in the past tense indefinite, and 
relating back to His all-meritorious life and death upon the cross, as though it had been 
said, that whatever Christ was, or did, or suffered, in the flesh; He was, and did, and 
suffered, for us. Was He perfect wisdom, so that “no man spake like this man?” He 
was made wisdom for us. His righteous life also, and holy nature, even the holiness of 
the holy child Jesus, are ours; and so of His death. “He was wounded for our 
iniquities.” “He bore our sins,” and in short “He was made sin for us, that we might 
be made the righteousness of God in Him:”’ not by Him, or through Him, but [ever so 
blessedly] in Him, even in Christ. Thus all His graces are ours, in the merit of them, and 
shall be ours in the full enjoyment of them. His love, His joy, His peace, His meekness, 
His gentleness, His long-suffering, His patience, His faith—all these His graces are 
ours, and are placed to our account: wherefore, He saith: “7fye abide in Me, and I in 
you, ye shall bear much fruit, for without Me ye can do nothing.” 
THE YOUNGER—In this view, truly, I begin to see a beauty in some passages which 
never struck me before. “These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full.” “My peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you.” And, again: “That in Me ye might have peace.” “That the love 
wherewith thou hast loved Me [Father], may be in them, and I in them.” “T beseech 
you, therefore, by the meekness and gentleness of Christ.” What a powerful argument! 
“T charge thee, therefore, by Jesus Christ, who, before Pontius Pilate, witnessed a good 
confession.” And, again: “Be of good cheer, for J have overcome the world.” All these 
acts and graces then, as to the merit of them, are to be considered as ours, that we may 
act them at leisure, and without the distractions of doubt, as to the success of the event, 
that being already secured [and accomplished] in Christ. 
The Elder—Exactly so: and that though we sometimes can feel in ourselves no 
good thing toward the Lord, we may yet shout victory in Christ, and triumph 
because of the truth [of the Gospel of God concerning His Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord!] [AMEN!}—Unknown 
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